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Centre for Medical Education 

Summer Studentship Project Summaries 2020 

PROJECT 1: Domestic Abuse and Violence: Recognising, Reacting and Caring 
 
Proposers: Prof Gerry Gormley (CME), Dr Helen Reid (CME), Dr Paul Murphy (Drama Department, 

QUB) 

 

Collaborator: Sonya McMullan (Women’s Aid, NI) 

 

Project description: 

Domestic abuse (DA) can be defined as ‘threatening, controlling, coercive behaviour, violence or 

abuse inflicted on anyone (irrespective of age, ethnicity, religion, gender or sexual orientation) by a 

current or former intimate partner or family member’ [DoH and DoJ]. As future doctors, it is 

important that medical students are aware of the signs of DA and provide appropriate support to 

such vulnerable individuals.  

 

This project aims to develop educational tools that will increase awareness of DA among medical 

students and develop their behavioural skills in the management of such victims. We are aware that 

DA can be largely hidden, with victims often not disclosing. Forum theatre is one teaching tool that 

can help develop such behavioural and critical consciousness skills.  

 

Forum theatre is a form of experiential and embodied learning, see for example: 

- www.youththeatre.ie/content/files/Theatre-Forum-Resource-web.pdf 

- www.southampton.ac.uk/healthsciences/business_partnership/innovations/forum_theatre.page  

 

Forum theatre promotes the engagement of audiences with live performance, by combining the role 

of spectator and actor into the neologism ‘spec-tactor’. Spectactors have the power to stop and 

change the performance. The strategy breaks through the barrier between performers and 

audience, putting them on an equal footing and enables participants to rehearse alternative courses 

of action which could be applicable to their everyday lives.  

 

Benefits to the student: 

- Develop own preparedness to identify DA and support such vulnerable individuals. 

- Opportunity to work with an academic team and a charity organisation (Women’s Aid NI). 

- Help develop a forum theatre piece about DA (guided by a drama expert and principles drawn 

from the following process www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29746322). 

- Develop skills in teaching and advance their CV. 

- Provide an important educational tool to the QUB medical degree programme (and potential 

beyond). 

- Opportunities to publish academic papers and give presentations at scientific meetings. 

 
  

http://www.youththeatre.ie/content/files/Theatre-Forum-Resource-web.pdf
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/healthsciences/business_partnership/innovations/forum_theatre.page
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29746322
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PROJECT 2: The Thinking Doctor: Ethics as Part of Clinical Reasoning 
 
Proposers: Dr Michael Trimble, Dr Mark Harbinson & Dr Grainne Kearney 

 

Collaborators: (potential for 2+ students) 

 

Project description: 

This project aims to build on the successful work of previous Summer Studentships, which produced 

case-based learning materials for the Year 3 Internal Medicine module.1 The C25 curriculum includes 

4 themes which run through all 5 years of the course. One such theme is ‘Achieving good medical 

practice’ (the ‘A’ theme) which includes ethics, professionalism and peer learning amongst other 

things. This project hopes to further develop the theme of clinical reasoning by producing materials 

to support the ethical elements of the ‘A’ Theme.  

 

It has been suggested that the encounter between doctor and patient requires answers to three 

questions:  

- What is the problem?  

- What are the possible solutions?  

- What is the best solution for this patient?2  

To answer the first question requires skill in diagnostic reasoning; the second, knowledge of 

therapeutic options; answering the third involves clinical ethics.  

 

As above, all clinical decisions have some ethical component and in many there are clear ethical 

challenges. The case-based learning will be led by facilitators who may not have personal expertise 

in all aspects of the case. It is therefore necessary to provide appropriate scaffolding and resources 

to support the students as they work through the cases.  

 

Benefits to the student(s): 

In devising the supporting materials for the case-based scenarios, the students will have the 

opportunity to refine and develop their own understanding of clinical reasoning and clinical ethics. 

They will also benefit from instruction in the design of computer-based learning materials. This will 

include both educational and technological aspects of the work. Previous students have been able to 

present their work at local and national meetings.3 

  

                                                           

1 https://www.med.qub.ac.uk/Portal/year3/Clinical/medicine/reasoning/fever/index.html#/?_k=2jsn02  
2 Pellegrino ED and Thomasma DC, A Philosophical Basis of Medical Practice: Toward a Philosophy and Ethic of 
the Healing Profession, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1981, page 125  
3 Ditedu TG; Callaghan J; Trimble M; Harbinson M; Thompson C.  Developing integrated, online, case-based 
resources for QUB third year medical students on their general medicine placement. Developing Excellence in 
Medical Education conference. Manchester, 2nd -3rd December 2019 
 

https://www.med.qub.ac.uk/Portal/year3/Clinical/medicine/reasoning/fever/index.html#/?_k=2jsn02
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PROJECT 3: E-Learning Equality and Diversity (E&D) Training for Non-Academic Clinical 
Examiners and Medical Student Admission Interviewers 

 
Proposer: Dr Mairead Corrigan 

 

Collaborator: Ms Daria Casement 

 

Project description: 

This project aims to develop online Equality and Diversity (E&D) training for non-academic clinicians 

recruited by the Centre for Medical Education to examine students for Objective Structured Clinical 

Examinations (OSCEs) and Multiple Mini Interviews (MMIs). As non-QUB employees, these clinicians 

are not eligible to receive the E&D training provided by Queen’s. There is variability in E&D training 

between the clinical specialities from which examiners are recruited. The General Medical Council 

(GMC) requires that examiners receive E&D training in relation to assessment, which they suggest 

may be online.  

 

The proposed online training will focus on issues and scenarios that may arise when examining 

students from different demographic backgrounds. It will include information about Northern 

Ireland equality legislation and Queen’s Equality Policy, unconscious bias and differential attainment.  

The student will develop quizzes to test knowledge and to promote self-reflection. They will develop 

diversity scenarios that may arise during OSCEs and MMIs. They will help to recruit individuals to act 

out the scenarios and they will work with Daria Casement to video the scenarios and develop the 

online training package. 

 

Benefits to the student: 

The student will play an integral role in improving E&D training and expanding it to a wide audience. 

The project will offer the opportunity to enhance their creative, team-working and presentation 

skills.  
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PROJECT 4: Cultural Awareness for International Students 
 
Proposer: Dr Mairead Corrigan 

 

Collaborator: Ms Mairead Boohan 

 

Project description: 

This project aims to promote awareness about Northern Irish culture for international students. It 

will provide valuable information about Irish cultural practices relevant to medical practice, non-

verbal and verbal behaviours and local phrases. The information will be provided as a pamphlet, 

which international students will receive as part of their induction package from the Centre for 

Medical Education. The pamphlet will also be made available on the medical education portal.  

 

The student will identify relevant information through online searches and by surveying staff and 

students. They will create a pamphlet and develop content for the portal.  

 

Benefits to the student: 

The student will be able to develop their design skills in creating the pamphlet and presentation of 

the information for the portal. The project will enhance their team-working and presentation skills. 

The student will gain an appreciation of Northern Irish culture that will enhance their cultural 

sensitivity.  
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PROJECT 5: How Prescribing Errors Happen: Developing an Evidence-Based Framework 
 
Proposer: Dr Richard Conn 

 

Collaborator: Dr Grainne Kearney 

 

Project description: 

Medication error is a major patient safety threat, with recent research showing that an estimated 

237 million errors occur in the NHS every year1. Yet despite increased recognition and 

understanding, there is little evidence to suggest that fewer errors are occurring. Initiatives to 

prevent errors continue to be based on practitioners’ opinions and intuition, rather than an 

emerging body of literature about what actually causes errors. This may reflect the diverse nature of 

the evidence base, which has used a variety of methods and theoretical perspectives. The purpose of 

this summer studentship, which builds on pre-existing research within CME, is to develop a 

practically useful framework of the causes of prescribing errors that will aid development of safe 

prescribing solutions.  

 

The student will be supported to extend and update an existing literature review, synthesise 

qualitative evidence, and co-author a journal article based on the team’s findings. 

 

This work is feasible within the proposed timescale because it is based on existing research, enabling 

the student to gain experience in both reviewing literature and academic writing. Moreover, we 

have previous experience successfully supervising summer studentships using literature review 

methodologies, leading to publications and national and international presentations and workshops. 

 

Benefits to the student: 

The student will be supported to: 

- Develop transferable skills, such as evidence gathering and synthesis, using qualitative methods, 

academic writing. These skills will prove useful in their future medical studies and practice, as well 

as future research endeavours.  

- Contribute as a co-author on an academic publication and present work nationally/internationally. 

- Develop an increased understanding of medical error and the practicalities of safe prescribing. 

- Think critically about medical education in general. 

- Join and fully participate in an active, friendly research group. 

 
 
 
  

                                                           

1 Elliot R, Camacho E, Campbell F, et al. Prevalence and economic burden of medication errors in the NHS in 
England. Policy Research Unit in Economic Evaluation of Health & Care Interventions, 2018. 
www.eepru.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/eepru-report- medication-error-feb-2018.pdf  

http://www.eepru.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/eepru-report-%20medication-error-feb-2018.pdf
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PROJECT 6: Effectiveness of Summer Studentship Programme 
 
Proposer: Ms Mairead Boohan 

 

Project description: 

The Centre for Medical Education has implemented a Summer Studentship Programme over the last 

10 years. This is an opportune time to evaluate the effectiveness of the programme. 

 

This project is designed to: 

a. Evaluate the impact of this programme on students who have participated in the scheme.  

b. Review the projects undertaken by students to date and assess their impact on the curriculum 

and on the student experience. 

 

The student will interview staff in the Centre for Medical Education who have supervised Summer 

Studentship projects to assess how these projects have enhanced the student experience. The 

student will also interview students who have participated in the scheme to gather data about their 

experiences. 

 

Benefits to the student: 

- Opportunity to acquire interviewing skills. 

- Written communication skills. 

- Enhanced understanding of curriculum development and design strategies. 
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PROJECT 7: Neurological Examination Findings Video Library 
 
Proposer: Dr Karen Doherty 

 

Collaborator: Ms Daria Casement 

 

Project description: 

To enhance undergraduate learning in neurology we aim to produce a video library of clinical 

examination findings. Key neurology clinical signs are often described in case histories but may not 

be appreciated until seen. It can be difficult for students during their short attachments to get 

exposure to patients with important clinical signs; many often ask where they can find patients who 

have signs or how they can go about seeing them. This resource will complement the students’ 

clinical attachment and act as a visual aid to the clinical case based learning in the new C25 

curriculum. 

 

The student will compile current video clips and edit, name and organise them. The student will also 

assist with compiling a list of outstanding clinical signs and help in videoing signs in appropriate 

patients.  

 

Benefits to the student: 

The student will gain invaluable insight to clinical neurology, enhance their observational skills and 

learn how to elicit and examine key neurology clinical findings. They will have the opportunity to 

attend some neurology clinics during the summer.  
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PROJECT 8: Linking Assessment Feedback to Learning Objectives 
 
Proposer: Dr Vikki O’Neill 

 

Collaborator: Dr Kathy Cullen 

 

Project description: 

In the 2019 National Student Survey, Queen’s University were ranked 4th overall, and 5th for 

assessment and feedback out of some 30 medical schools in the UK. Looking specifically at medical 

and dental students; 86% agreed that marking and assessment were fair, 73% said that they had 

received helpful comments on their work.  

 

This project aims to further improve the quality of feedback that students receive from both their 

Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCEs) and written assessments, including the new C25 

curriculum assessment method, progress testing. 

 

By providing students with more detailed feedback that is directly linked to the intended learning 

objectives, this linkage has two key benefits: 

- It will aid students to more accurately identify areas of weakness post assessment, 

- It will ensure that lecturers are keeping assessments pertinent to the intended learning objectives 

 

This project has two key parts. It involves collating the learning objectives from all 5 years of the 

course and liaising with each of the academic leads for assessment to order to link the learning 

objectives to assessment areas. The project will also involve overseeing focus groups with current 

students to elicit the most suitable medium for providing high quality feedback on assessments.  

 

Benefits to the student: 

The student will enhance their own knowledge of the learning objectives of the medical curriculum. 

They will gain experience supervising focus groups. The student will have the opportunity to enrich 

the quality of assessment feedback, for both themselves and their peers. 

 

 

 


